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HEADQUARTERS, 13%h AAF, SCUTHWEST PACIFICe==Lieutenant Clemet

Be Baldwin, 1920 galuset nrive, Houstan, Texas, and crew, meubers of a B=2,
Liberaior unit in the 13th :£p's vlong Hangersn, planted their barbs square-
ly in the middle of galikpapan, the vital Japanese cil refinery in southeast-
ern porneo, and were shot down ten ainutes afier leaving the target.,

Thé airmen parachuted to an enemy=-neld 1sland whers they spent one
heciic day and ni_ ht, awaiting rsscue,

Lieutenant paldwin landed just off shore, and after discarding his
parachute, swam to the beach,

Lisutenant Robert z. Counell, 408 Louth Liberty, Elgin, Illinois,

the co-pllot, wasn't so fortunate. He landed a mdle inland in the jungle
and his parachute caught in the top of the tress, Ry swinging, he caught
fin‘&ll:,-' ine prunk of the tree and lwached nis way out of the dense jungle
growth, carrying his compass and pistol he started toward the snore, Sudd=
enly, he saw a crocouile, blocking iis path. HNeither moved. Then the reptile,
with a grunt, coged out of gight into the murky swamp waters, After two hours
of wandering, stumbling and wading, Lieutenant Connell reached the beach and
Jjoined Lisutenant Baldwin, who, by this tire, had swanm ashore.

sergeant ‘arren y. Smith, 535 Zast Carlisle street, Spokane, yash=—
ington, the ball-tumret gunner, who during the air battle had shot down one of
the attackers, also had landed Just off shore and quickly joined Lieu tenant

Baldwin.
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add jungle journey
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Sergeant John s. Morrison, 16 Gossuth Street, pawtucket, P.!m&é Island,
fore gunner, landed in the jSungle, a mile inland, He.too, hung up in a tree
and had to swing to the trunk ind ¢liab dovm,

Staff cergeant Harney Rodrisuez, Lamesa, Texas, waist Zunner, also
landed in the jungle too, and used the saue method of gettin: to the .round
as lhe others. wiile making hie way out of the Jungle, he run upon two
wild pigs.

In the mean tiue, Lieutenant Harley L. Urollinger, Route Seven,
Spokane, ‘ashington, the bombardier » also nud landed in the trees and found
himself suspended about 50 feet ir the :ir, swaying in the Lreege. 3y
swinging to the trunk and rewoving his tangled parachiuie, he was able to
sllde down to the ground ang ctart toward the beach. ile asc isotten his bear—
im;rs- ﬁhen parachuting and had sturted for tLie cpposile side of the peninsula
whien was the ba.il out point,y being only 3.0 _ards from the beach. Clawbering
through vines and wading svamp, he finally rez:hed thae beach. ‘

There he was met by Staff -ergeent Lobert C. van Gorder, Lower Maple
Avenue, Elnlra, Yew York, the englneer, who had landed in the water and haa
gwun for 200 yards azainst the tide to reacih Lhe shore and hy Sergeant Hobert
V. Blake, 610 mlanton clreest, Paris, Tennessee, the otier waist munrer, who
also had dropped in the .ater near hin, only about a quarter of a mile off
shore. A few minutes later tiiey were Joined by sergeant Hovert L. 7ingert,
674 Franklin gvenue, 4liquippa, Pennsylvania, the tail sun:ier, wwo had severe-
Ly uazaged one of the attackers » @nd had parachuted 30C yards off shore. He
found that his shoes vere weighing him down, removed them and then lost them
in the water,

staff cergeent Rodney C. ivenius, 17/ Nassau Goulevard, Garden City,

New Tork, serial photegrapher, later joined the party, ie had lanced in the

Jungle,
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SECOMD add jungle journey

ALl crew members reacied safety axcept the navigator, wicese ﬂl‘aehuh
was seen to open, but after hittlag lhe water, was not scen agaln.

Lleutenant puldwin's party discovered a elump of coral rocks, jutting
out into tiie water, anc here they spent the remalnder of the day and that aight.
sney previously nad been dropped a life raft and some aueriency provisions oy
a friencly plane, so ab lea.t they had food. After esting GI chogoizle bars
and drying out their cioties, they setiled thenselves for the nizht. hile
one man kept watch, the rest, using a couple of paraciutes Ior covers, tried
to gat wiat elsep the small camfort that goral rocks would proviae.

Lisatenant prfoilinger's party, on the ooposite side of Luie neninsuls,
wae more fortunate. hen psrachuting down, so.s of 4ds wen had spotled a
cocoanut grove and an abamionad native lul, -nd the party set out to reach
Lid%e.

Tne soing was rougnp on the beacn's s.Larp coral rocks, sergrant
wid, ert, walking in stocklng-feet, used Lwo euply gun holaters and mamufactur—
ed a pair of sandals wnich s:rficed for the two-mile walke

ifter croesing & river, cwiluauin, 4nd aolding their zuns and clothes
abave tLeir heads, they reached tue hut and prepared to spend the nisht.

r.eir only fuod was cucoeauls and GI @ghocolate bars. For water,
tiey found an abandoned nauvive dug-out canoce contadning rainwater and nuierous
wriggling c,ra;tt.urea , walch were strained outs The water tasted terrible out
quenched their thirst. &y nightfall, they were tired anough to sleepn anywiore,
ar s0 they thoughie

sut sleep wouldn't come to taem tiat aljht] ants, land crabs and
mosquitoss, the nking-sized" varlety tlal nade passes in foramztion, kept
thea avakee They wers a kired bunch by the time the =mun rose next morninge

The morninyg they spent climbing trees for cocoanuts and one of the
men tried nic luck fishing, but the results were nil.
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THIRD add jungle Journey = 2

Suddenly, one of the men spotted wiat, from a distance, luckcd like
a cruiser or destroyer, but, when it approached, was identified as a submarine,
For scme uninown reason, the sut had a rusty spot on the conning tower and to
the men on the beach, this was a "Rising Sun® and that nmeant Japs. Cne of th-
men becanme so excited that he ran into the Juiigle, became lost. After a lot
of shouting he was coaxed back. A fire was rade to gignal the sub, but
apparently it wacn't scen, alt.houé,h the men were shouting and waving. Green
branches then were thrown on the fire to make more smoke, unu the submarine
erew, seeing this , turned around and came back.

Once on board, a hot meal of ham, egss, coffees, fruit julces and
clgars were served the men and they settled down for the voiage ocack., Then
tho' sub went around to the other side of the peninsula aid picked up Lieut—
ena.ny saleuin'_q party who were giili out an the rocks,

Twenty~four hours had elapsed since the roros had first start.d
their attacks, but the men had had enough excitcuent for 2, years, so they
said,

rfter a Journey of more than a w.ek, during which time it was
bombed by a plane, the sub reach€Xd an allied base where the tirmen s en.

a few days recujerating and then were flown back to thedr old outfit.

Now they're back bambing the Japs againt
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